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Is that he was governed by usage, but did
not sufficiently discriminate between usage
by educated and usage by uneducated peo-
ple 5 he had, indeed, so violent a prejudice
against grammarians in general, and so much
respect for popular instinct, that it was a
recommendation to him when a phrase was
condemned by the grammarians, while in
common use by the people.   For example
he says in a Letter to the Governors, In-
structors, and Trustees of the Universities
and other Seminaries of Learning in the
United States, " According to  the gram-
mars,  the   pronoun you,  being  originally
plural, must always be followed by a plu-
ral verb, though referring to a single per-
son.    This is not correct, for the moment
the word is generally used to denote an in-
dividual, it is to be considered as a pronoun
in the singular number, the following verb
should be regulated by that circumstance
and considered as in the singular. ... In-
deed, in the substantive verb, the word has
taken the singular form of the verb, you
was, which practice is getting the better of
old rules and probably will be established."
But old rules have considerable vitality,